
 

2. REPORT ON 2015-16 KEY DELIVERABLES

Additional Funding for Crown Law 

Additional funding of $250,000 a year was provided 
to the Office of the Crown Solicitor to increase its 
capacity to meet the increasing demand for core 
Government legal work. The Crown Solicitor created 
two new legal practitioner positions in 2015-16 from 
this funding. 

Additional Funding for Victims Support 
Services 

There has been a significant increase in the number 
of people using the Victims Support Services over the 
last five years. In 2015 the Government provided 
additional funding of $100,000 to VSS to assist with 
its structural budget deficit and increasing demand 
for services. 

Introduce First Tranche of Legislation for 
the Mandatory Treatment of Sex Offenders 
(365 Day Plan) 

The Corrections Amendment (Treatment of Sex 
Offenders) Bill 2015 was tabled in November 2015, 
passed the Tasmanian Parliament in March 2016, 
and received Royal Assent on 8 April 2016. The Act 
makes amendments to the Corrections Act 1997, 
including making offender participation or non-
participation in a sex offender program a matter for 
the Parole Board to consider when determining 
whether or not to release the prisoner on parole. The 
Act also amended the Corrections Regulations 2008 
by providing that remission of sentence is not to be 
granted to a sex offender prisoner if they have been 
given a reasonable opportunity to participate in 
appropriate treatment, and they have either chosen 
not to participate in the treatment, or their 
participation has been unsatisfactory. 

Introduce Legislative Changes to Reduce 
Red Tape in the Building Industry (365 Day 
Plan) 

In the first quarter of 2015-16, the Residential 
Building Work Contracts and Dispute Resolution Bill 
was introduced into Parliament. This Bill reduces red 
tape by introducing simpler, cheaper and more 

accessible dispute resolution processes. In March 
2016, a new Building Bill and an Occupational 
Licensing Amendment Bill were introduced to 
Parliament. The new approach to building approvals 
matches the approval process to the level of risk, 
significantly reducing the red tape for low and 
medium risk building projects. The changes to 
occupational licensing reduce administrative 
overheads by having a consistent licensing regime 
for all practitioners in the building and construction 
industry. All three bills passed the Lower House, and 
the Building Bill has passed the Legislative Council 
with amendments. 

Introduce Right to Appeal Legislation on the 
Basis of Fresh and Compelling Evidence (365 
Day Plan) 

The Criminal Code Amendment (Second or 
Subsequent Appeal for Fresh and Compelling 
Evidence) Bill 2015 was tabled in September 2015, 
passed the Tasmanian Parliament in October 2015, 
and received Royal Assent on 2 November 2015. 
The Act makes amendments to the Criminal Code 
Act 1924 (Criminal Code) to provide a convicted 
person the right to make a further appeal on the 
basis of fresh and compelling evidence, even after 
ordinary appeal rights have been exhausted. 

This Act gives a convicted person a legal right to 
have the conviction reviewed by the Court of Criminal 
Appeal in specific circumstances. Specifically, it 
amends the Criminal Code to provide that: a person 
convicted of a serious crime may seek leave to 
appeal on a new ground of fresh and compelling 
evidence; if a convicted person satisfies the Court of 
Criminal Appeal that there is fresh and compelling 
evidence and that as a result there has been a 
substantial miscarriage of justice, the Court may 
enter an order of acquittal or order a retrial, and the 
existing time limits relating to criminal appeals do not 
apply. 

Investigation into the Establishment of a 
Single Tribunal in Tasmania 

Tasmania is the only state that does not have a 
single administrative tribunal and appeals structure. 
The Department currently administers a variety of 
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tribunals, most of which are established under 
individual legislation that specifies membership and 
functions. 

This year, an Options Paper for Government was 
prepared. The Options Paper included a business 
planning analysis to provide preliminary costings to 
Government of options for amalgamating tribunals 
and various jurisdictions. It also analysed a range of 
jurisdictions identified for amalgamation, and a range 
of structural policy and statutory considerations for 
government. In September 2015, the Discussion 
Paper for a Single Tribunal was released for public 
comment. 

Implement Reforms to Improve the 
Effectiveness of the Response to Family 
Violence (365 Day Plan) 

Additional funding was provided to the Department 
through Safe Homes, Safe Families: Tasmania’s 
Family Violence Action Plan 2015-2020. 

$300,000 a year was allocated to extend legal 
assistance to people experiencing family violence. 
The funding will be used to provide an additional 
position in the Legal Aid Commission of Tasmania 
and to fund community based legal services. 

$650,000 a year was allocated to support 
interventions for low to medium risk family violence 
perpetrators. The funding will be used to provide a 
community based Men’s Behaviour Change Program, 
telephone counselling and referral service, and family 
violence education for mainstream service providers 
who may come in contact with family violence 
perpetrators. 

$350,000 over three years was allocated to upgrade 
the Safe at Home Information Management System 
to ensure better management of family violence 
cases. 

Jefferson Audio Video System Upgrade 

The Magistrates Court is required to record all court 
proceedings. A major upgrade of the Magistrates 
Court’s digital audio recording system was done in 
2015-16: the existing software was upgraded to the 
latest versions, and new current-model hardware of 
the Jefferson Audio Video System (JAVS) installed. 
This upgrade ensures the Magistrates Court system 

is consistent with other Courts and Tribunals of the 
Department; and has ensured the continued reliability 
of these systems in the Courts. 

Mental Health Support 

The start of the Mental Health Act 2013 in February 
2014 resulted in a significant increase in the 
operation of the Mental Health Tribunal. Additional 
funding was allocated to meet the demand placed on 
the Tribunal by the requirements of the new Act; 
however, the increase in operation continued and the 
steady rise in the number of hearings and other 
Tribunal functions resulted in the Tribunal remaining 
unable to meet its cost of operation. In the 2015-16 
the Tribunal’s funding allocation was increased and 
was used to fund two investigation officers and 
additional registry staff. Approximately 85% of the 
Tribunal’s expenses relate to salaries for staff and 
fees for Tribunal members. 

Planning Reform 

The Government’s key election commitment to 
deliver a fairer, faster, cheaper and simpler planning 
system for Tasmania is being delivered through 
preparing a single statewide planning scheme (the 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme); introducing legislative 
reforms to streamline approvals processes for major 
projects approvals, including ministerial call-in 
powers; and introducing new state policies for the 
planning system (to be known as Tasmanian 
Planning Policies). Reforms around third party 
appeals will be considered in 2017. $1.7 million over 
two years was provided to allow for additional 
resources in the Department, to accelerate the 
delivery of this planning reform agenda. 
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