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Summary 

The Department of Justice (DoJ) is undertaking a number of due diligence investigations at the 

proposed Northern Regional Prison site at Birralee Road, Westbury. As part of this work the DoJ has 

engaged Geo-Environmental Solutions to undertaken exploratory drilling on the site.  

The exploratory drilling operations will involve a total of 8 holes at locations spread over the south 

western part of the Crown Land. See Map 1 for nominal locations. One of these proposed drill hole 

sites has previously been drilled, in late 2020, so there remains a further 7 drill holes to complete 

this work 

Since the original drilling was conducted, the DoJ has received additional information about the 

natural and cultural values on the site as part other due diligence investigations that have been or 

are being undertaken. 

As a result of this additional assessment on the natural and cultural values that currently exist, the 

further 7 exploratory drilling holes will be undertaken subject to the following conditions. 

1. All workers and contractors will be appropriately briefed on the proposed geotechnical 

drilling works, the extent of the work and conditions contained within this document, prior 

to the commencement of works. 

2. Prior to any drilling equipment being brought onto the site, the area that will be subject to 

the exploratory drilling will be mapped by a suitably qualified person and all sections 

containing sensitive natural values (like Blue Pincushion and Handsome Hooksedge) will be 

clearly marked, with no drilling equipment permitted to enter these sensitive areas.  

3. Prior to any drilling equipment being brought onto the site, the proposed access routes for 

the drilling equipment will be assessed by a suitably qualified person and will be restricted to 

only routes where sensitive natural values and any unnecessary impact to the ground 

surface can be avoided, as far as reasonably practicable. Where possible, existing vehicle 

tracks will be used to gain access to proposed exploratory drill hole locations. 

4. As far as practicable, all access routes will be selected to avoid driving over any exposed 

roots of mature trees on the site. 

5. All drilling will be outside of the 500m buffer for identified raptor nests. 

6. As far as practicable, access routes to exploratory drill hole locations will be selected to 

avoid or minimise any disturbance to any standing or fallen vegetation. In the event that any 

standing or fallen vegetation is needed to be modified or moved to provide access for the 

drilling equipment, this vegetation will be returned to its original location upon completion 

of the drilling investigations, as far practicable. 

7. Disturbance to vegetation and soil will be kept to a minimum required to undertake the 

work. 

8. No drilling will be allowed within 15m of any potential nesting or roosting trees for masked 

owls that have been identified by a suitably qualified person. 

9. Water used in the drilling operations will be sourced from a clean, local source and only 

discharged in the vicinity of the exploratory holes. 



10. Water for the drilling operations will be transported to the site on a tanker but will only be 

taken to the drilling rig using smaller vehicles to minimise impact to the ground conditions 

on the site. 

11. All drill holes will be effectively capped as soon as practicable after completion of drilling. 

12. All drilling equipment will be cleaned prior to arriving at the site using hygiene procedures 

consistent with the DPIPWE Weed and Disease Planning Hygiene Guidelines 2015. 

13. In the event of an oil spill, oil spill kits appropriate to the type and size of machinery must be 

available on site with appropriately trained personnel. 

14. Disposal of any contaminated soil will be in accordance with recommendations found in, 

Information Bulletin 105 – Classification and Management of Contaminated soil for Disposal, 

2012, EPA and in compliance with relevant authorities. 

15. In the event that any European (Historic) or Aboriginal values are suspected of being 

uncovered during the drilling operations the contractor will immediately cease drilling and 

instigate the relevant Unanticipated Discovery Protocols that are provided as attachments to 

this document. 

16. The Crown Land must be left in a clean and tidy conditions and in a safe state for anyone 

who enters the land at the completion of the drilling investigations. 

17. The DoJ will install signage warning people of the work site and proposed works and advising 

them to avoid this area during the geotechnical drilling operations. 

18. Drilling operations will be restricted to only daylight hours between 8am-5pm. 

19. Any changes to the approved scope of works must be provided to Crown Land Services for 

approval, prior to any new works commencing. 

  



Map 1. Indicative drill holes locations  

 

 

  



Unanticipated Discovery Protocol – Aboriginal Heritage 

 

 



 

 

  



Unanticipated Discovery Protocol – Historic (European) Heritage 

 



 

 


