
 

6. OUTPUT GROUP 4: REGULATORY AND OTHER SERVICES 

WorkSafe Tasmania 

WorkSafe’s activity supports the Department’s aim of 
achieving a fair, just and safe Tasmania by working 
with industry and the community to improve safety, 
health and return to work outcomes. Its work includes 
investigating workplace incidents, promoting safer 
and healthier workplaces and practices, promoting 
prompt and effective return to work and more. Find 
more WorkSafe information and publications on its 
website. 

Legislation 

Reviews were conducted and/or completed of: 

• Explosives Regulations 2012 under the 
Explosives Act 2012 (fireworks provisions) 

• Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) 
Regulations 2010 

• Construction Industry (Long Service) Act 
1997 

• Shop Trading Hours Act 1984 (Anzac Day) 

• Security-sensitive Dangerous Substances 
Regulations 2005 

• Industrial Relations Regulations 2005 

• Mines Safety Laws 

• Workers Rehabilitation and Compensation 
Act 1988 (red tape reduction). 

Strategic Plan 

WorkSafe Tasmania’s Strategic Plan 2013-18 sets 
out goals to achieve safe and healthier workplaces, 
work with the community to make workplace safety 
an important issue, and ensure compensation 
schemes are fair and sustainable. 

Projects 

This year, these projects were conducted to support 
the objectives of the Strategic Plan: 

Priority One: Focusing on High Risk Industries: 

• Implementation of the Tasmanian workplace 
bullying prevention strategy 

• Review of Australian coronial findings into 
workplace deaths 

• Fatigue reduction for the transport sector 
(conducted by UTAS) 

• Manual handling in the health and community 
services sector 

• Alcohol and other drug education/prevention 
(conducted by Incolink) 

• Priority industry intervention program. 

Priority Two: Targeting High Consequence Activities: 

• Amusement devices at agricultural shows 

• Review of major hazards facilities 

• Review of mine safety laws 

• Safe Farming Tasmania Program (in 
partnership with the Department of Primary 
Industries, Parks, Water and the 
Environment). 

Priority Three: Being a Responsive Regulator: 

• Amendments to the transport of dangerous 
goods laws 

• Review and finalisation of the Construction 
Industry (Long Service) Amendment Bill 

• Review of fireworks safety laws 

• Review of Anzac Day trading exemption 

• Review of the Tasmanian poppy industry 
regulation. 

Priority Four: Engaging with the Community: 

• WHS Advisory Service  

• WorkSafe Tasmania Month 

• WorkSafe Tasmania Awards 

• WorkSafe Tasmania campaign 

• Better Work Tasmania. 

Priority Five: Ensuring Compensation Schemes are 
Fair and Sustainable: 

• Electronic claim and medical certificates form 

• Fair and sustainable levels of compensation 

• Implementation of the National Injury 
Insurance Scheme 

• Medical Mentoring and Advisory Services 
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• Red tape reduction 

• WorkCover Information Management System 
(WIMS) Strategy 

• Worker Assist. 

Find more information in the WorkCover Tasmania 
Board annual report on its website. 

Programs 

WorkSafe provides a number of services aligned with 
the Department’s functions. These programs ensure 
compliance with the laws; and ultimately ensure safer 
and fairer outcomes for Tasmania business, 
employers and workers. Some of these programs 
include: 

• licensing and accreditation for work health 
and safety, dangerous goods and explosives 

• inspecting mines and hazards facilities 

• regulating and monitoring the workers 
compensation scheme 

• managing asbestos compensation claims. 

Table 6.1: Prosecutions by law  

Law 2014-15 2015-16 

Work Health and Safety Act 
2012 

0 3 

Workers Rehabilitation and 
Compensation Act 1988 

0 0 

Table 6.2: Infringement notices by law 

Law 2014-15 2015-16 

Work Health and Safety Act 
2012 

14 11 

Workers Rehabilitation and 
Compensation Act 1988 

4 8 

Table 6.3: Other notices by type 

Type 2014-15 2015-16 

Improvement notices 241 310 

Prohibition notices 106 85 

Table 6.4: Accredited licensing and registrations (new 
and renewals) under Work Health and Safety Act 
2012 

Type 2014-15 2015-16 

Asbestos removalist and 
assessor licences 

85 49 

Construction industry white 
cards 

2,993 2,372 

Hazardous chemical 
notifications 

80 56 

Hazardous plant: item and 
design registrations 

1,378 1,056 

Health and safety reps and 
course approvals 

27 47 

High risk work licence: 
assessors 

39 25 

High risk work licences: 
operators 

10,086 8,042 

Table 6.5: Accredited licensing and registrations (new 
and renewals) under Explosives Act 2012 

Type 2014-15 2015-16 

Explosive authorisations: 
products 

23 44 

Explosive import 
notifications (blasting 
explosives, fireworks etc) 

138 67 

Firework permits 656 574 
Shot-firing: permits, course, 
instructors 

95 61 

Table 6.6: Accredited licensing and registrations (new 
and renewals) under Security-Sensitive Dangerous 
Substances Act 2005 

Type 2014-15 2015-16 

Responsible worker 
background checks 

248 138 

SSDS permits and 
exemption certificates 

97 147 

There were 243 accredited licensing and 
registrations (new and renewals) under the 
Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail Transport) Act 
2010 this year, compared to 189 last year. 
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Stakeholder Engagement 

WorkSafe engages with workplaces and the wider 
community to influence their attitudes towards safety, 
and to empower change toward positive behaviours. 
Initiatives include the statewide WorkSafe Tasmania 
Month, held every October, with online and face to 
face seminars on safety, return to work and 
wellbeing; and Better Work Tasmania, which 
supports networking and mentoring opportunities for 
workplaces. 

The Advisory Service continues to target small to 
medium-size businesses and provide free, practical 
support and resources. 

Other important WorkSafe communication tools 
include the quarterly Workplace Issues magazine, 
providing practical safety guidance to over 10,000 
readers; and the WorkSafe website with public 
holidays, long service leave and asbestos being 
popular topics. 

National Issues 

WorkSafe Tasmania contributes to national research, 
data collection and reporting, and reviews of 
legislation and other material. National bodies that 
WorkSafe collaborates with or is represented on 
include Safe Work Australia and its working groups, 
Heads of Workers Compensation Authorities, Heads 
of Workplace Safety Authorities, and the Asbestos 
Safety and Eradication Agency.  

WorkCover Tasmania Board 

There is a strong relationship between the 
Department and the WorkCover Tasmania Board, 
with the Secretary of the Department filling the 
position of Chair of the Board. The Board monitors 
and reviews how WorkSafe Tasmania exercises its 
powers and performs its functions under the workers 
rehabilitation and compensation legislation, the work 
health and safety legislation and the asbestos 
compensation (occupational exposure) legislation. 
WorkSafe Tasmania staff implement the decisions of 
the Board. Find the WorkCover Board annual report 
and other information on its website. 

Tasmanian Planning Commission 

The Tasmanian Planning Commission is an 
independent statutory body, established under the 
Tasmanian Planning Commission Act 1997. It 
performs a range of statutory and advisory functions 
under the legislative framework for the Tasmanian 
Resource Management and Planning System. The 
Commission’s statutory responsibilities include the 
following assessment and reporting functions: 

• the Tasmanian Planning Scheme 

• planning scheme amendments 

• planning directives 

• projects of state and regional significance 

• state policies and the state of the 
environment reporting 

• public land use. 

The Commission operates in accordance with a 
Ministerial Statement of Expectation. It provides 
advice and support to the Minister and local 
government on their legislative functions under the 
Land Use Planning and Approvals Act 1993. 

A high priority for the Commission has been 
implementing assigned responsibilities for specific 
elements of the Government’s planning reform 
program. The focus has been finalising the 
assessment of interim planning schemes, and 
commencing assessment of the draft State Planning 
Provisions under the Tasmanian Planning Scheme. 

The Commission has continued to work with its iplan 
partners to improve the functionality of the iplan 
website. 

Find the Tasmanian Planning Commission annual 
report, publications and other information on its 
website. 
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Planning Reforms  

The Tasmanian Planning Scheme  

The Land Use Planning and Approvals Amendment 
(Tasmanian Planning Scheme) Act 2015 began on 
17 December 2015. It provides the framework for 
introducing a statewide planning scheme, the 
Tasmanian Planning Scheme (TPS), which 
comprises the State Planning Provisions (SPPs) and 
Local Planning Schedules (LPSs) for each local 
government area. The Act also includes the process 
for preparing and approving both. 

The SPPs are confined to administrative, zone and 
code provisions, and specifications for LPS. The 
SPPs provide a set of statewide planning controls 
and the LPS will allow a council to make specific 
provision for unique characteristics which may exist 
in that municipality. The LPS includes Particular 
Purpose zones, Specific Area Plans, Site Specific 
Qualifications, zoning maps and overlays. The LPS 
will indicate how the SPPs apply in each local 
municipal area. 

The draft of the SPPs was publicly exhibited from 15 
March 2016 to 18 May 2016. The Tasmanian 
Planning Commission has begun its assessment of 
the provisions. Following its assessment, the 
Commission must provide a report to the Minister for 
Planning and Local Government about the draft 
SPPs. After considering the Commission’s report the 
Minister may make the SPPs (in the terms of the draft 
of the SPPs). 

Once the SPPs are finalised and declared by the 
Minister, they will be provided to local councils in their 
role as planning authorities to develop their own LPS. 
Local councils will continue to administer all of the 
planning controls that apply to their local area. It is 
anticipated that the SPPs will be finalised in late 2016 
and begin in each local government area with the 
Commission’s approval of that municipality’s LPS. 

State Planning Policies 

A State Policies Interdepartmental Committee has 
been established to oversee the development of the 
new draft Tasmanian Planning Policies. These will 
provide strategic guidance to the TPS and plan for 
the future needs of the Tasmanian community. 

The new policies will cover a broad range of planning 
matters such as economic development, settlement 
and liveable communities, transport and 
infrastructure, natural and cultural heritage, and 
hazards and risks. The policies will inform a review of 
Tasmania’s three regional land use strategies and 
the first review of the TPS. It is anticipated that 
consultation on the Tasmanian Planning Policies will 
begin in the second half of 2016. 

Reform of Major Projects Assessment Process 

Amendments to the Land Use Planning and 
Approvals Act 1993 are being developed, to provide 
for a staged and more integrated assessment 
process for major projects and improved Ministerial 
call in powers. Consultation on proposed reforms is 
expected to begin in the second half of 2016. 

Establishment of the Planning Policy Unit 

To provide ongoing advice to the Minister on 
planning reforms and planning issues and specifically 
to ensure the maintenance of the TPS, the 
Department has established the Planning Policy Unit 
as a new business unit. 
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Supervision of Poppy and Hemp Crops 

The Poppy Advisory and Control Board’s role in 
regulating the poppy industry includes: 

• overseeing security matters for Tasmanian 
poppy crops, including the destruction of 
non-authorised crops 

• receiving and determining production 
estimates for the contract growing and 
harvesting of poppy material 

• processing applications for licences and 
advising the Minister for Health on those 
applications 

• advising on matters relating to the cultivation, 
production and transport of poppies and 
poppy material. 

Because of the narcotic content of plants, strict 
controls are maintained over all aspects of growing 
through to processing. Board field officers regularly 
patrol, inspect and monitor crops; and ensure fencing 
and signage requirements are met. 

Responsibility for the Poppy Advisory and Control 
Board was transferred to the Department of Primary 
Industries, Parks, Water and the Environment on 1 
July 2016. 

Poppy Regulation Reforms 

The Government is working on amendments to the 
Poisons Act 1971 to modernise poppy industry 
regulation. The proposed reforms take into account 
the Ramsay Review into Tasmanian Poppy Industry 
Regulation of 2013, and importantly, the 
contemporary operating environment. The reforms 
will reduce red tape, streamline grower licensing and 
ensure regulatory rigour is informed by industry 
expertise. The Board will continue to play a critical 
role in maintaining local expertise and best practice. 

Implementation of New Poppy Licensing System 

be prioritised to ensure those at higher risk are 
supervised and inspected appropriately. 

In late 2014, the Board’s existing processes for 
licensing were reviewed, targeting issues identified in 
the Ramsay Review. Consequently a new licensing 
system is being developed, which will streamline and 
automate work practices and business processes, 
allowing more time to focus on managing compliance 
and enforcement activities. It will also enable crops to 

Industry Developments 

Each year the Board’s Chair attends the meeting of 
the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, the governing 
body of the United Nations International Drug Control 
Programme. The Commission supervises the 
application of international conventions and 
agreements dealing with narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances. 

Performance  

This year, the Board approved the planting of 21,466 
hectares of poppy crop. 

There were 653 poppy licenses issued this year, 
compared to 784 last year. 

Table 6.7: Field officer activity 

Measure 2014-15 2015-16 

Number of inspections of 
poppy crops 

7,913 9,698 

Number of poppy regrowth 
(unlicensed areas)  

38 62 

Number of interferences 7 10 

Number of capsules stolen 331 516 

The increased number of inspections this year is attributed to a full 
complement of field officers. 

Table 6.8: Cost per licence and hectare of 
supervising and protecting poppy crops 

Measure 2014-15 2015-16 

Cost per hectare sown  $25 $32 

Cost per licence issued  $687 $719 

Hectares harvested  20,631 13,224 

Total expenditure  $538,450 $469,779 

The reduction in hectares grown is attributable to increasing global 
stocks and the need to balance supply and demand; and recent 
increases in yield from changed farming and manufacturing 
processes. 

Hemp Crops 

This year, 11 licences were issued for industrial 
hemp crops, totalling 105.5 hectares; and 40 
inspections of these crops were conducted.
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